
CURRICULUM
DOMESTIC VIOLENCE
GOALS:

1. Learn basic principles of domestic violence relevant to emergency medicine.

2. Learn proper forensic techniques for information and evidence collection of an assault patient.

3. Learn basic legal principles relevant to domestic violence and the reporting requirements of emergency medicine.

OBJECTIVES:

1. Demonstrate ability to identify patient injuries that are suspicious for abuse.

2. Demonstrate ability to perform a forensic examination of an adult and pediatric patient who has been sexually assaulted.

3. Describe basic principles of questioning of a victim of domestic violence.

4. Discuss the importance of proper documentation in medicolegal proceedings.

5. Demonstrate knowledge of laws regarding pediatric and elder abuse and requirements for physician reporting.

6. Demonstrate knowledge of laws regarding reporting of pediatric deaths and appropriate documentation.

IMPLEMENTATION:
Because of the scope domestic violence issues as applied to Emergency Medicine, education should provide an on-going learning experience with emphasis on special situations encountered in the Emergency Department.  This will be accomplished in an formal seminar and lecture format and during the care of ED patients.  The resident will also care for patients of sexual assault with the local experts – the Sexual Assault Nurse Examiners (SANE nurses) for adult female patients and the United for Kids staff for the pediatric patients.  The residents will be on call during a specified month for each The resident will be on-call for to join these experts for exams with this patients during specific months of their residency. 

READING ASSIGNMENTS:
Specific up-dated handouts in notebook given to residents for domestic violence.

DVD of self-study Power Point presentation on Pediatric Sexual Abuse will be provided to each resident.

EVALUATION/FEEDBACK:
Residents will receive concurrent feedback from the SANE faculty and the United for Kids faculty.  The resident will take a pretest and post test after reviewing the Educational DVD on pediatric sexual abuse. A passing grade is required on this post test. This evaluation will be done as part of their Pediatric rotation experience.
Residents are also evaluated by their performance on the ABEM in-training examination.  Any deficiencies noted, are corrected with a focused remediation program designed by the EM Program Director, Faculty and the Resident.
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